
Nathaniel Lee Purnell Sr.
December 21, 1949 - August 14, 2018

Obituary 
 

Nathaniel Lee Purnell, Sr. was born on December 21, 1949 to the late Laura
Ann Purnell. Along with his mother, he was raised and loved by three loving
and caring aunts, Leaberta Showell, Annie Showell and Hattie Showell Henry.
He departed his life on earth on Tuesday, August 14, 2018 at Peninsula
Regional Medical Center in Salisbury, Maryland. 

 

Nathaniel received his formal education from the Worcester County public
school system and graduated with the class of 1968. He served in the United
States Army from 1969 to 1971 where he eared a Purple Heart for his service
in Vietnam. Nathaniel was wed in holy matrimony to Alberta Gates on January
31, 1998 but they were together in love since June of 1987. 

 

Nathaniel was formerly employed at the Clarion Fontaine Bleau Resort in
Ocean City, Maryland as the Director of Security. He was a devoted husband,
father and grandfather as well as a pillar of the church and community.
Nathaniel was a member of Holy Temple C.O.G.I.C. under the leadership of
Bishop James L. Eure, Jr, where he was ordained as a Deacon in June 2007.
Prior to his transition, he was a member of the Victory In Praise Outreach
Ministries, under the leadership of Pastor Shiree Gates. Nathaniel was under
Maryland Jurisdiction, Bishop Paul R. Harmon and the Delaware Jurisdiction,



Bishop Thomas L. Holsey, Supt. Theodore Jones. He lived a saved and Holy
Ghost filled life in the Lord. His love for others led him to be an advocate for
those in need. 

Nathaniel had considered becoming a Prince Hall Mason long before he
actually sought membership. He petitioned to join Lincoln Lodge# 53, was
accepted, entered, passed and then on April 15, 1978, was raised to the
Sublime Degree of Master Mason. Working through the chairs, he was elected
Worshipful Master in 1984 and served honorably until 1986. He was also a
charter member of Abulahab Temple #4 of Baltimore. Traveling up the York
Rite, Nathaniel was a former member of Luther Jackson Chapter #22 of the
Holy Royal Arch Masons and St. Joseph’s Commandery #2 of the Knight’s
Temple. Nathaniel loved being a member of Abulahab Shrine Parade United,
traveling the East Coast. 

He is lovingly remembered by: his wife, Alberta Gates-Purnell; two children
from a previous marriage, Nathaniel Lee Purnell, Jr. and Natosha Purnell; two
step children, Robert Lee (Crissie) Gates, Jr., Pastor Shiree Gates,
grandchildren; Naomi Bolden, Jason Tyler Whitney, Makala Diszhenger,
Ah’Mya Diszhenger, Saniyah Purnell, Jermaine Smith, Teja Sykes, Chavon
Hutley, Byron Gates and Devonte Purnell; eight great grandchildren; siblings,
Elder Edward Purnell (Leola), Cheryl Dale, Thomas Purnell and Darlene
Sessoms (Willie); one aunt, Hennie Purnell (Boyd); three brothers-in-law,
Bishop James Eure, Jr., John Milbourne (Gail) and Gregory Milbourne (Katie);
three sisters-in-law, Sarah Dobbins (Bruce), Rachel Polk (Jeffery) and Mary
Eure; a devoted friend, Gregory Purnell and a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins and in-laws. 

In addition to his mother and aunts, Nathaniel was preceded in death by two
brothers; Roland and Wendell Purnell, one brother-in-law, Clifton Dale and
one grandson, Pierre A. Smith, Jr. 



To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of Nathaniel Lee
Purnell Sr., please visit our 

 Heartfelt Sympathies Store.
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H. Fields - August 20, 2018 at 12:00 AM

My deepest condolences for the loss of your dear loved one. While
nothing will completely take away your grief, by meditating on Gods
promises found in the Bible, you can find real hope and the strength
to keep going. My family and I have found the scripture at Isaiah
25:8 to be especially comforting. Here it promises that God "will
swallow up death forever and the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe
away the tears from all faces."

Irene - August 20, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Sorry for your loss of your loved one. Read Psalms 46:1 for words
of comfort and peace.

Thomas Widgeon - August 18, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Sorry For Your Loss 
Jesus Loves Me 
I Am Special
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George & Christine Ragusa - August 18, 2018 at 12:00 AM

My dear wife and I would like to extend our condolences for the loss
of your loved one with the hope that we can in some small way
comfort you with what the Bible reveals to us about GOOD NEWS
from Almighty God. 
 
As recorded in the Bible, God’s only-begotten son, Jesus promises
that one day he is personally going to bring back to life all those
who have died, just as he did when he was on earth as a man (John
5:28, 29; 11:43, 44). What a glorious and almost unbelievable day
that will be! It’s a reality and a sure hope we can rely on because it
is absolutely impossible for God to lie (Titus 1:2; Isaiah 55:10, 11). 
 
My wife and I are confident you will be encouraged and comforted
by the marvelous hope God has in store for us (Psalm 1:1-3; John
17:3). Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you.

JoyceA - August 18, 2018 at 12:00 AM

I am so sorry for the loss of your loved one and I would like to
extend my deepest condolence to the family. May you find comfort
in God’s words in (Matthews 5:5).


