
Leo Roosevelt Cherry Sr.
December 27, 1941 - May 15, 2022

Obituary of Leo R. Cherry, Sr. 

Leo Roosevelt Cherry, Sr. 80, born December 27,1941, twin #2 in Salisbury,
Maryland to the late Preston and Amanda Cherry of Berlin, Maryland,
peacefully departed this life in his home on Sunday, May 15, 2022. 

 

He was educated in the public schools of Worcester County, Maryland. His
Christian journey began at St. John’s United Methodist Church in Sinepuxent
(Berlin) Maryland, where his great grandmother was one of the founders.
During his teenage years, he joined Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Snow Hill, with
his father, later joining St. James AME Zion Church in Salisbury, MD under the
leadership of the Rev. Charles Mack, maintaining his membership until his
death under the leadership of the Rev. David McClendon. 

 

Leo enjoyed working on the farm with his family and huckstering in Ocean City
with his father. Building upon the skills of farming that his father instilled in
him, he started farming himself. With the proceeds from this, and various odd
jobs working around the community, he bought his very first car, a black Ford
that he was especially proud of, as well as a Harley- Davidson motorcycle, of
which he would boast about often. After moving to Salisbury he worked
several jobs, driving truck, working for several tire companies in Salisbury
area and other jobs. Leo was proud of being able to accomplish so many



things at his age, as well as maintaining his house on East Road, which he
shared with two friends, Flora, and Goode. 

 

Leo was enlisted into United States Army 1967, stationed in Korea as a
mechanic servicing the large trucks and other duties. He was also proud of
being promoted to Sargent in the short time that he was there. Leo was very
proud of being a Korean veteran, as he often talked about in his many stories.

After returning home he joined Wicomico Memorial VFW Post 10159 and held
several offices; he was proud of being one of the original members of the
Marching Unit (honor guard), proudly marching in parades representing the
VFW, and becoming a Life Member. He was also a Charter member of Military
order of The Cootie, Sho Crabers, Cootie #5. He worked at Open Roads,
Chris Craft, E.D. Lighting, Con Diesel (where he learned the trade of welding,
of which he was especially proud of, and would speak of often to anyone who
would listen) and was a truck driver for several companies. Later, utilizing the
skills and love of cooking that he learned from his mother and aunts, he
maintained the Leo Cherry and Sons mobile catering business, becoming
well-known for his familiar catering van, a proprietary BBQ sauce used in is
food, and gaining the rightly earned nickname of “The Goat Man”. Eventually,
he would work with the Board of Education of Wicomico County until ailments
made it necessary for his retirement. 

 

His numerous hobbies and pastimes consisted of drawing, collecting art and
antiquing. Leo enjoyed driving and owned many cars and motorcycle which he
loved and often reminisced about. An avid collector of various and sundry
items, he would take great pains to find or make use of things other people
couldn’t. He also enjoyed watching antique and classic car and collectable
shows on television; he was particularly pleased when one of his own pieces
he owned was showcased on CHESAPEAKE COLLECTABLE on MPT. As a
“Jack of all trades” he mastered a number of fascinating traits. 



After returning home from the service, he met and married Shirley Ellen
Handy, and from that union twin boys were born. After the death of his wife, he
later met and fell in love with Helen Turner Nichols, married and had enjoyed
many years together, traveling, collecting African-American memorabilia,
attending local auctions, and being very active with Military Order of the
Cootie and the Tomb Trek Committee, placing wreaths at grave of Unknowns
and other Veterans and attended the VFW and Military Order of the Cootie
Conventions. 

 

He leaves to cherish his loving memory his wife Helen Cherry, their blended
family of children, twin boys Leo and Preston Cherry, Fonnette (James)
Simpson, Cindy Palmer, Howard (Tina) Nichols, Leroy (Betty) Nichols, Kewin
(Sheela) Nichols; five sisters Maria Carter, Regina Jackson, Amanda Mitchell,
Sally Cherry, and Sheila Cherry; one brother-in-law, Harold (Lorraine) Turner,
sister-in laws: Addie Purnell, Geri Gober, Charolette Polk, Dolly (JP) Reaves,
and Lucy (Bill) Thompson. He also leaves a host of nieces and nephews with
special mention to Inez, Ronalda, Frank, and Harris Jr. (Sonny), as well as a
number of god children, including Rhonda Turner, Amanda, Danielle, and D.J.
and his namesake, Leo, a large village of family, church family and friends. 

 

Proceeding him in death were his parents, Preston, and Amanda Cherry, two
brothers Harris Purnell and Dempster Cherry, two cousins raised as brothers
Theodore and William Cherry, one sister-in-law Rosalee Williams, brothers-in-
law: James Mitchell, Donald Carter, Warner Jr., George, Richard, John Turner,
Samuel Williams, and many other loving family members. 

 

He lived his life as if no man were a stranger; they would eventually be a
friend or part of the family. He had a story for everything and made everything
and made every opportunity to share it. He will be sorely missed… 



Lovingly Submitted, The Family



Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 27. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

St. James A.M.E. Zion Church
521 Mack Ave
Salisbury, MD 21801

Visitation

MAY 28. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Bennie Smith Life Celebration Center
901 West Isabella Street
Salisbury, MD 21801

Funeral Service

MAY 28. 11:00 AM (ET)

Bennie Smith Life Celebration Center
901 West Isabella Street
Salisbury, MD 21801

Live Stream Broadcast on Facebook

MAY 28. 11:00 AM.

Bennie Smith Funeral Home MD / VA



Tribute Wall
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Mordecai E Lawson - June 02, 2022 at 09:02 PM

Leo and I had been friends, for many years, I just learned of his
passing. My sincere condolences, to his Family.

Rhonda Turner - May 28, 2022 at 09:02 AM

I am truly going to miss my God Father, Leo. He always had a smile
on his face and was definitely a pleasure to be around. I was
looking forward to you and Helen spending the weekend with me
this summer. You will always be in my heart. I just can't believe
you're gone. I love you and I miss my weekly "Are you on the
beach" check-ins.

Ronalda Lee Harris - May 28, 2022 at 08:29 AM

Words can't describe the pain and heartache
my children and I are experiencing. I will miss
my uncle Leo/god father and amazing great
uncle/god father to my children Amanda,
Danielle and DJ. We ended every call with I
love you. I am grateful to God that my children experienced the love
I always received since the day he helped my mom when she was
about to give birth to me. My mother was so thankful she gave me
the middle name LEE because without her big brother she would
have lost me. Well although my heart is broken, I am oddly filled
with Joy knowing my Amazing Uncle is with God, my mom mom,
pop pop & his brothers and is now my forever Angel. This is not
good bye only Congratulations on your heavenly journey. I love you 

 ~ Ronalda Lee Harris



TT

RG
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Tammy Taylor - May 25, 2022 at 09:29 AM

I had the privilege of working with Leo Cherry on the Wicomico War
Veterans Memorial Committee. I remember his cheerful personality
and smile well. May God comfort all of his family and friends who
will surely miss him. 

  
Tammy Taylor-Evans

ROBERT GALE - May 24, 2022 at 06:57 AM

ROBERT GALE lit a candle in memory of Leo
Roosevelt Cherry Sr.

Deborah Baines - May 21, 2022 at 01:11 PM

Deborah Baines lit a candle in memory of Leo
Roosevelt Cherry Sr.

PG
Pauretta Gaddis - May 22, 2022 at 08:47 AM

My prayers are with you and your family



CJ

Clinton and Doris Jones - May 22, 2022 at 04:30 PM

Helen and family, you have our deepest sympathy for the lost of your
husband and father. May God continue to reign with you all during this
time. 

  
Clinton and Doris Jones

JN

John C. Nason - May 24, 2022 at 07:22 AM

I knew Leo Cherry as a coworker, lawyer and friend. Leo was an
honorable man, whose friendship I was fortunate to share. This world
will be a smaller place with his passing.

 My thoughts and condolences are with Leo’s family.

RW

Robin Wright - May 24, 2022 at 10:56 AM

Ms. Helen, what can I say! I pray you and your families strength during
this sad time. Just know that God is near and He will provide you with
what you need. It is my prayer that He wraps His loving arms around
you while I wrap you with kisses!

RM

Robin Waters Moore - May 25, 2022 at 01:21 PM

Mrs Helen I'm truly sorry for your loss, My Love and Prayers are 
  

with you and your Family

PH

Patricia Tisch Purnell Hingleton - May 26, 2022 at 08:10 PM

Leo Cherry and I were just like a family living down in Briddell town
Berlin,Md. The Cherrys and the Purnells . Our parents were very close
and we would play and go to school together. I feel sad to write this .
Its like I have been knowing Leo and the family ALL of my life. Look to
the hills family Jesus is a way maker. Patricia Tisch Purnell Hingleton
Berlin,Md.



MF

Mable V. Jarmon & family - May 27, 2022 at 07:24 PM

I was saddened to hear of Leo's passing as he was a devoted cousin
that will be missed by all who knew him. 

 "May our hearts be filled with wonderful memories of joyful times
together as you celebrate a life well lived."

CJ
Cheyra Johnson - May 30, 2022 at 03:47 PM

Helen I'm sorry for your loss. My condolences to you and the Cherry
family. Cheyra J Nichols & Fred Nichols Jr.


