‘| Joyce Nichols Batson

April 20, 1942 - December 10, 2020

Joyce Normalee Nichols Batson, was born on Monday, April 20, 1942, in
Mardela Springs, MD. She was the 8th of 12 children born to the late William
Irvin Nichols, Sr., and L. Bethina Dashiell Nichols.

Joyce attended schools in Wicomico County Maryland and graduated from
Salisbury High School, in the Class of 1961. Upon graduating, Joyce attended
Maryland State College, now known as the University of Maryland Eastern
Shore (UMES) in Princess Anne, MD. This is where she met the love of her
life, Robert W. Batson, affectionately known to her as “Batson.”

Joyce and Robert joined in holy matrimony on November 25, 1965, and
recently celebrated 55 years of marriage. From this union came three
children, Robert Jr., Paxton and Joy. After graduating from Maryland State,
Joyce became a teacher in the Dorchester County School System, for 10
years. For a time after her departure from DCPS, Joyce held numerous roles,
primarily in the field of early childhood education. In 1992, Joyce returned to
the classroom as a teacher in the Wicomico County Public School System
and retired from teaching in 2006. She was once nominated Teacher of the
Year in Wicomico County.

For over 60 years, Joyce was a member of the Nichols Sisters gospel singing
group and travelled extensively throughout the East Coast. She was also an



active member of John Wesley United Methodist Church, in Mardela Springs,
MD, where she served as a choir member, Church Treasurer, Lay Servant,
Homecoming Chair and director of the Zion Charge Choir.

Joyce was preceded in death by one son, Robert, Jr. “Pumpkin”, three
grandsons, Michael, Malik and Isiaah; two sisters, Joan and Sarah; two
brothers, Howard Louis and William Jr.; and one brother-in-law, Samuel
Batson, Sr.

Joyce was called home to be with the Lord on Friday, December 11, 2020.
She is survived by her husband, Robert Sr. of Rhodesdale, MD; one son,
Paxton (Tomeco) of Rhodesdale, MD; one daughter, Joy Coleman (Detrick) of
Severn, MD; daughter-in-law, Terri of Pocomoke City, MD; four grandchildren,
Paxton Jr., Maya, Detrick Jr. and Eryn; one great-grandson, Paxton Ill; four
sisters, Betty Ann Stewart of Delmar, MD, Christina Jones of Salisbury, MD,
Phyllis Bivens of Chance, MD and Rev. Janice Austin of Salisbury, MD; three
brothers, Rev. Dr. Hugh Nichols (Wanda) of Mardela Springs, MD, Gregory
Nichols, Sr. (Rev. Lucille) of Salisbury, MD and Wayne Nichols (Carolyn) of
Snow Hill, MD; two sisters-in-law, Katrena Bailey and Tanya Batson, both of
Rhodesdale, MD; and three brothers-in-law, Fernandez Batson (Valerie) of
Delmar, MD, Dwight Batson (Jeanette) of Rhodesdale, MD and Malcom
Batson (Joan) of Cambridge, MD. Joyce also leaves to cherish fond memories
of her, a host of nieces, nephews and cousins.



Tribute Wall

Ms. Joyce | really enjoyed the love and the love of God you gave
and showed everyone you met. Your love for the master really
showed up and showed out. | will keep those memories forever.
Your smile and love for family was so wonderful. Rest on my dear
one, You will be missed. Faye Wright

Faye Wright - December 20, 2020 at 06:56 PM
To the Batson and Nichols families: May beautiful memories of dear,
sweet Joyce sustain you during this time of bereavement and in the
future. She had such a sweet, sweet spirit. May the essence of her
spirit linger through the years. My sincere heartfelt prayers are with
you.Jestine Pinder Pryor

Jestine P Pryor - December 18, 2020 at 04:19 PM
Mrs. Batson was the Kindergarten teacher for all 3 of my children.
She was the most kind, caring, patient, and loving teacher and role
model for her students and their parents. She helped prepare many

young students to be good people in the world.

Donna Turnamian - December 17, 2020 at 06:31 PM

Prayers to you and family.Karen Evans-Holmes

Karen Holmes - December 17, 2020 at 12:26 AM



My deepest condolences. Mrs. Batson was truely a remarkable lady.
May God wrap his loving arms around you and your family. From
Rolinda Bowens Tompkins

Rolinda Bowens-Tompkins - December 16, 2020 at 01:46 PM

Deepest Sympathy to the family and friends. May she RIP. Mrs.
Batson was my 8th grade music teacher at Maces Lane. A very nice

lady. God Bless you all.
Laverne Bowens - December 15, 2020 at 11:54 AM
To Mr. Robert and family please know that our hearts go out to each
and every one of you. Even though it may seen hard to understand
right now know that "earth has no sorrow that heaven can not heal."”
Keep Mrs. Joyce's memories close but, God even closer. Our love
and prayers are with you. Joe and Malinda Wilcox and Family
Malinda Wilcox - December 15, 2020 at 09:41 AM
Rest In Peace, dear friend. Our prayers are with the Batson

family.Peter and Natasha Singleton

Peter Singleton - December 14, 2020 at 04:27 PM



