
John Maurice Fontaine
January 29, 1975 - June 11, 2023

John’s Journey 
 

“In the end, it’s not the years in your life that count. 
 It’s the life in your years.” 

   
 John Maurice Fontaine blessed our lives with his love, laughter and presence

for 48 years until his earthly departure on June 11th, 2023. Born to Brenda
Whittington White and John F.H. Fontaine on January 29th, 1975, John lived
everyday with the Y.O.L.O. motto. You only live once, and if you’re doing it
right once is enough. 

   
 Growing up, John was affectionately known as Baby John. With sun kissed

skin and a smile that could light up any room. Baby John was a favorite of
many, including his Grandmother Peggy Fox. As a child he loved going to the
arcade and attending cookouts at his Aunt Patsy’s. Spending times with his
family and friends kept a smile on his face and in his heart. John was
educated by Maryland’s Somerset County Public School System and received
his GED from Penn Foster. 
  
 At age 11, Baby John hit a major accomplishment and became a big brother

to Travis. He showed him the ropes with many things but always reminded`
him to have fun and never kiss and tell. 



  
 Proverbs 18:22 says “He that finds a wife finds a good thing.” In 1990, John

met Valerie Taylor and after some good times, rides in her “Smooth V”
Firebird, a coke and a smile; they became inseparable.  Love Won. In August
1995, John was promoted to a father. Welcoming his only son Jon’te Fontaine
into the world. Then on March 24, 1999, two hearts became one and Val and
John were married. The two remained as one until her untimely passing. 
  
 John was a man with many talents. From being a comedian, story teller and

even a Mr. Fix It; he was always there to help; as long as you asked him. He
was employed with Fooks Funeral Home and Grant’s Service Center for 12
years. Outside of being a locksmith; John was an unofficial ambassador for
TikToc; bringing smiles and laughter to all of his viewers. 
 After adopting the nickname Studd, John devoted his time to his beloved car
clubs. After serving years with WeHere Auto Club he became the senior road
captain for dRAG DIFFERENT AUTO CLUB. He loved riding out locally but
especially state to state to see the different clubs. He loved seeing the people
in the community smile when he would ride through in the line up. Having his
system turned up and riding with his arm out the window was his signature.
He will be forever remembered by, popping up ready to ride with no
destination in mind but just because it's nice out. 

Outside of being the life of a party and always on the go, John enjoyed simply
being around family and friends, cruising, driving in his beloved “Studd Life”,
listening to his old school raps and eating. 
  
 Studd looooovvvvveeeed to eat. If you said food was involved you could

almost guarantee his face would be in the place. Whether it was driving to
Crisfield for crab cakes and sweet potato pies, dinning at Dayton’s or simply
crossing town to his mom’s for a pan of rice pudding, Baby John loved to eat. 

   



Whether you called him John, Baby John or Studd the best part about him
was making memories with him. A good heart has stopped beating, but a
heart that has touched so many lives can’t help but to live on in those it loved. 
  
 John was preceded in death by devoted wife Valerie Fontaine. Grandmothers

Annie Mae Fontaine and Peggy Whittington, Grandfathers, John A.
Whittington and Thomas J. Fontaine Sr. and one sister-in-law Ashley
Whittington. 

   
 John leaves to cherish his memories: a loving son, Jon’te Fontaine of

Salisbury MD, his parents, mother Brenda (David) White of Salisbury MD,
father Sgt 1st Class John F H Fontaine Sr Snellville, GA. In-laws, Arthur and
Frances Taylor, and Van and Jessica Taylor. Godmother, Karen Robinson,
Salisbury MD, Sisters Adriane Mclean Fontaine, of North Carolina, Jenae
(Juan) Little of Virgina, Brothers Travis (Toni) Whittington of Salisbury MD,
Dominic, Christopher and John FH Fontaine Jr of North Carolina. Aunts,
Annie “Patsy” Johnson of Crisfield MD and Maria Fontaine of Stockbridge GA.
Uncles Thomas J. Fontaine Jr Marion Station MD and Clifton (Maxine)
Fontaine Sr of Alpharetta, GA . A sweetheart-girlfriend, Janiel Bowen.
Devoted cousins TinaBug, LaWann and Tony. Special friends Vanessa and
Mitchell (Killer) Bailey. His brother and sisters of Drag Different Auto Club and
host of nieces and nephews, other relatives and friends. In addition, he leaves
many miles and memories with his heart on wheels, GMC Yukon Denali,
Studd Life. 
  
 Because it’s so hard to say good bye, we say see you later.



Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 24. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Bennie Smith Life Celebration Center
901 West Isabella Street
Salisbury, MD 21801

Funeral

JUN 24. 11:00 AM (ET)

Bennie Smith Life Celebration Center
901 West Isabella Street
Salisbury, MD 21801

Live Stream Broadcast on Facebook

JUN 24. 11:00 AM.

Bennie Smith Funeral Home MD / VA



Tribute Wall
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Bennie Smith Funeral Home - June 24, 2023 at 10:59 AM

Bennie Smith Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of John
Maurice Fontaine

Orlean Gumby - June 24, 2023 at 11:07 AM

Brenda and family you have deepest sympathy, my thoughts and
prayers are with you. John had such a kind heart and he always
came to my rescue whenever I locked my keys in my car or had a
flat tire. He will be missed definitely. Rest on John Studd   

Nick & Anissa Sessoms - June 24, 2023 at 07:43 AM

Our condolences and prayers are with the
family.
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Shaunda Snead - June 23, 2023 at 01:07 PM

CUZ IAM GOING TO MISS SEEING UR SMILE WHEN I GO OUT.
EVERYTIME WE SEE EACH OTHER IT WAS NOTHING BUT
LOVE. AND IAM GOING TO MISS THOSE TIC TOK U WOULD
DO. REST EASY CUZ UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN.

Lloyd Ward - June 22, 2023 at 08:48 PM

Brenda and family, please accept my sincere condolences in the
loss of your loved one. My prayers will be with you during this most
difficult period.

Danielle (Tammy Collins) Day - June 22, 2023 at 08:53 AM

John was really a good, solid guy!! I'm going
to miss so many things about StuddLife. I'll
miss seeing that truck that I'd hear before
seeing, with him gliding and jamming to his
music with that big beautiful smile that he
wore so well! My friend has been broken and hurting for a while
now, I pray that he found his peace with God. John, you'll be missed
by MANY here on Earth. Brenda, Travis, Johntae' (sp) and John's
Family you all will be in my thoughts and prayers.

  
God Bless,

DD
Danielle Day - June 22, 2023 at 08:54 AM

Danielle (Tammy Collins) Day
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La'Nell Sterling - June 22, 2023 at 08:13 AM

My condolences to the family. John was a
good person inside and out. He we truly be
missed. My prayers are with you all.

Priscilla Redding - June 21, 2023 at 06:35 PM

Sending prayers and condolences to the entire family.

charlene sterling - June 21, 2023 at 11:42 AM

Charlene Sterling lit a candle in memory of
John Maurice Fontaine

Lee and jeannette Gardner - June 21, 2023 at 08:18 AM

We send our deepest condolences to the family of John Fontaine .

Van, Jess, VJ - June 20, 2023 at 09:40 PM

Van, Jess, VJ lit a candle in memory of John
Maurice Fontaine
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Steve & Nancy Wallace - June 20, 2023 at 09:28 PM

Steve & Nancy Wallace lit a candle in memory
of John Maurice Fontaine

Teina Veney - June 20, 2023 at 05:48 PM

Teina Veney lit a candle in memory of John
Maurice Fontaine
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Sharon L Ballard - June 21, 2023 at 03:52 AM

Brenda there's not much that I could say that will make sense or ease
your pain. But I will tell you that God promised to Wipe Away All Of
Your Tears. Cry and Weep for your Son But Not  With Out Hope. So
Sorry for Your Loss. My Prayers are that God Who is Able Will
Strengthen You. I love you. Sharon L Ballard


