
Clifford E. Hughes Jr.
August 9, 1939 - September 4, 2021

Clifford Hughes, Jr., was born on Wednesday, August 9, 1939, in Greenwood, Delaware,
to Clifford Hughes, Sr. and Catheleen Hughes. On Saturday, September 4, 2021, he
peacefully departed this life at the age of 82. 

Clifford, who some called Toby, was a graduate of William C. Jason Comprehensive High
School. He was on the football team and received the honor of being voted Best Dressed. 

 

Clifford met his wife, Joyce V. Irvin, at William C. Jason Comprehensive High School.
They were married on December 6, 1961. From this marriage, they were blessed with two
children, Ricky Hughes of Greenwood, Delaware and Leslie Hughes-Mitchell of New
Castle, Delaware; four grandchildren, Ebonie Carzo (Watson Carzo) of Atlanta, GA, Ricky
Hughes, Jr. and Deshawn Hughes both of Greenwood, DE, the late Christian Mitchell and
two great-grandchildren, Kameron Hughes, and Watson Carzo II. 

 

At the completion of one year of college, Clifford was drafted into the United States Army,
where he earned his paratrooper wings in the 82nd Airborne Division. During his service,
Clifford was a model Private/serviceman who through skill and precision mastered his
ground training and troop inspections, which often led to him being awarded extra military
weekend passes to visit his family. 

After his military career, Clifford learned construction from his father. He also attended a
trade school to learn barbering. This led to him opening a barber shop in Harrington. 

Clifford worked at General Foods for several years, and in his free time, he enjoyed
gleaning various skills from a network of professional friends. He obtained his dealership
license to operate an independent car dealership and also became skilled at car
mechanics and operating construction equipment. In addition, he started a fishing
business from the back of his pickup truck. 

Clifford was employed by Diamond Chrysler as a Robotic Maintenance Technician. He



worked at Diamond Chrysler for over 20 years before retiring in 2002. In addition to being
a full-time employee, Clifford had an entrepreneurial spirit. This led to him entering the real
estate industry as a landlord/property manager. The skills that he learned along the way
were painting, electrical work, plumbing and HVAC complemented his property
management business. In addition to his businesses, Clifford used his skills to help family,
friends and many in the community. 

Those who knew Clifford could count on him to offer a funny saying or clever response to
make people laugh. Listening to gospel quartets was his favorite pastime. 

Clifford was preceded in death by his parents, Clifford Sr. and Catheleen Hughes; sister,
Ellen Mae Brady; in-laws, Mary Hughes, Harrison Smith and Shirley Taylor (Pete); and
grandchild, Christian Mitchell. 

Clifford leaves to cherish his memory, his wife of 59 years, Joyce Hughes; his children;
grandchildren; great-grandchildren; two brothers, Harold Hughes of Wilmington, DE and
Timothy Hughes (Shelita) of Smyrna, DE; special aunt, MaryAnn Scott of Harrington, DE;
one daughter-in-law, Paula Hughes of Milford, DE; son-in-law, Marcus Mitchell of Newark,
DE; brothers and sisters-in-law, Norman Brady, Jr. of Milford, DE, Janice Parson (Freddy)
of Georgetown, DE, Barbara Reese (Perry) of Easley, NC, Pastor Frances Irvin of
Salisbury, MD, Marcella Smith of Frankford, DE, Clemon Irvin (Mary) of New Haven, CT
and Theodore Irvin (Jane) of Millsboro, DE; and a host of nephews, nieces, family and
friends.



Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 18. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Bennie Smith Funeral Home - Dover
717 W Division St
Dover, DE 19904
(302) 678-8747
info@benniesmithfuneralhome.com
https://www.benniesmithfuneralhome.com/

Funeral Service

SEP 18. 11:00 AM (ET)

Bennie Smith Funeral Home - Dover
717 W Division St
Dover, DE 19904
(302) 678-8747
info@benniesmithfuneralhome.com
https://www.benniesmithfuneralhome.com/

Interment

SEP 18 (ET)

St. James Church Cemetery (Greenwood)
36 Old Shawnee Road
Greenwood, DE 19950

mailto:info@benniesmithfuneralhome.com
https://www.benniesmithfuneralhome.com/
mailto:info@benniesmithfuneralhome.com
https://www.benniesmithfuneralhome.com/
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Gus Kowalewski - September 17, 2021 at 01:20 PM

Worked with cliff many years at Chrysler Co. In Newark Del. Was a wonderful
Man. My Condolences to the Hughes Family. 
 
Gus Kowalewski & Familf

jeffery burnett - September 14, 2021 at 10:09 PM

cliff and i worked together since 1980,him and i got into some wheeling and
dealing together wheather it was a car and he ask me for a ride home when i
lived in newark,he said i sold the car now i need a ride home,that was when i
realized how far he drove to work everyday.he always liked to joke around.sadly
missed...jeffery c. burnett we always shared a laugh together..

Glenn Prichard - September 14, 2021 at 08:27 AM

My sincere condolences to your family, he will be missed by many who knew his
laugh and humor, a hard worker and friend to all who knew him. I was his
supervisor for many years, and I couldn't have asked for a more dedicated man.
God bless and rest in peace. 

 Glenn A. Prichard


