
Berlin Hollingsworth
September 21, 1920 - October 24, 2016

The “time” as revealed by the wisdom of Solomon, was realized on Monday, October
24,2016, when, according to the will of our Father, Berlin Nathaniel Hollingsworth was
released from all earthly cares and was granted eternal peace. Berlin was born and reared
in Fayetteville, North Carolina, the fourth of ten children of the late Thomas and Lena Mae
Pierce Hollingsworth. He received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Business
Administration from Delaware State College, Dover, Delaware in 1967; his Master of
Science in Education from Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, Illinois in 1975 and
his Doctor of Philosophy in Counseling Education from Pacific Western University, Los
Angeles, California in 2001. Dr. Hollingsworth complete all work, except the dissertation,
toward a doctoral degree at Temple University, Philadelphia Pennsylvania and did
additional graduate studies at La Verne University, La Verne, California, Chapman
College, Orange, California, and Salisbury State College, Salisbury, Maryland. 

 

Dr. Hollingsworth retired as a visiting teacher from the Caesar Rodney School District. He
also worked as the first manager of the Martin Luther King Student Center at Delaware
State College. While working at Caesar Rodney, Berlin worked more than ten years during
the summers as a principal/coordinator for European and American study tours and
traveled extensively in Europe. He and his wife conducted Parent Effectiveness and
Teacher Effectiveness Training workshops and they conducted Study Sessions and
workshops in Parliamentary Procedure. Before working in the education field, Dr.
Hollingsworth owned and operated a gas station-convenience store, was the first Black
salesmen for General Tire and Rubber Company of Delaware, was a cookware salesman,
and worked as a chef cook in various restaurants and hotels in Washington, D.C.
Delaware and New Jersey. He and his wife were co-owners of Hollingsworth and
Hollingsworth Consultant Services. 

 

Dr. Hollingsworth, a life member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., was very active on the
local, provincial and national levels including serving as past polemarch of the Dover
Alumni Chapter. He served as president of the Northwest Dover Height Civic Association
for more than thirty-five years. Dr. Hollingsworth was 32nd Degree Mason, the past



president of the Delaware State Visiting Teachers Association, past president of the
Capitol Esquires, Ltd., a life member of Delaware State University Alumni Association, In.,
a life member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and
chaired the Membership Committee for the Milford-Slaughter Neck Branch, National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. He was a member of the National
Association of Parliamentarians and a member of the American Institute of
Parliamentarians and, served as a vice president of Delaware State Association of
Parliamentarians. For the last sixty years, he had been a member of Whatcoat United
Methodist Church, where he chaired the Stewardship Committee from 1997 to 2009. He
served as chair of the Trustee Board, president of the Men’s Day Committee, and a
member of the Building Committee. Dr. Hollingsworth was a nationally centerfield
counselor, who participated in standardizing the National Counselor Certification Test. 
Dr. Hollingsworth was the recipient of a number of awards, including the Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity Achievement Award for the Northeastern Province, Kappa Man of the Year,
Outstanding Kappa Award, and Outstanding Capital Esquire Award. For his outstanding
achievement, he was recognized by the Afro-American Historical Society of Kent County
Chapter of Delaware State University Alumni Association for his contributions the citizens
of Delaware, and by St. Paul United Methodist Church, Milford, Delaware as an
Outstanding Citizen. In March 2011, Dr. Hollingsworth was voted ‘Whatcoat Church Man-
of-the-Year.” 

 Dr. Hollingsworth and his wife traveled extensively in all fifty states. Their travels also
extended to Canada, Mexico, the Bahamas and the West Indies, England, France,
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Turkey, Ghana,, the Ivory Coast,
Senegal, Morocco and Gibraltar. 
Berlin N. Hollingsworth, Ph.D. was predeceased by his parents, his brothers, Petigrew,
Junius, and Thomas; his sisters, Katherine Jackson, Irene Hollingsworth, Lila Mae
Matthews, and Frances McNeill. Those who are left to cherish his precious memory are
his lovely wife of 69 years, Dr. Reba Ross Hollingsworth, daughter, Vivian O. Dancy,
grandson, William J. Johnson, who is also a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, and
wife, Ari, two great-grandsons, Jeremiah J. Johnson and Jayce A. Johnson, brother-in-
law, Eugene Ross, two sisters-in-law, Celia Jackson and Josie Hollingsworth, and a host
of nieces, nephews, cousins, fraternity brothers and friends. 

 

To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of Berlin Hollingsworth, please visit
our 

 Heartfelt Sympathies Store.
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George Ragusa - October 27, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Please accept my condolences for the loss of your dear loved one. It is at difficult
times like this we even more well-appreciate the preciousness of our loving
relationships. My wife and I have been married for some 50 years now. During
challenging times in our life we have much comfort and hope in Almighty God's
Word, the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16, 17). Jesus tells us that soon those who have
died will "hear his voice" and come back to life again to enjoy life the way God
meant it to be in the beginning (John 5:28, 29; Genesis 1:28). And, of course,
enjoying life on a beautiful paradise earth where there will be no more pain,
sorrow or even death was and still is God's purpose for mankind (Revelation
21:3-5; Isaiah 55:11). According to the Bible that day is coming soon! Until then
may you find comfort and hope in searching the thinking of God within His holy
scriptures (John 17:3). Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you.

M Jones - October 27, 2016 at 12:00 AM

I am sorry for your loss, please accept my sincere condolences. I hope the family
will find some comfort and strength in Jesus promise of the earthly
resurrection(Acts 24:15)and the renewed Paradise earth, where death will be no
more and no family will mourn the death of a loved one.-Revelation 21:3,4;John
5:28,29;Luke 23:43. may GOD(Psalms 83:18)grant you peace and comfort now,
during this grievous time.-Matthew 5:4.

Marsha Horton - October 26, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Dearest Reba, 
I was so sorry to hear this news about Berlin. The two of you have been such an
inspiration to so many people. Your marriage has been an enduring symbol of
love and commitment. Mr. B. will be greatly missed.


